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ION Lexus Nashville Fashion Week is a celebration of Nashville’s thriving fashion and 
retail community and the city’s array of creative talent. With runway shows at 
venues throughout the city, panels that feature industry experts on the art, craft and 
business of fashion, in-store events at boutiques and retailers, Nashville Fashion 
Week aims to engage both Nashvillians and visitors—spotlighting a city where 
STYLE��JUST�LIKE�MUSIC��DElNES�US�

And because Nashville is truly a city that gives back, proceeds from Nashville 
Fashion Week support the Nashville Fashion Forward Fund of The Community 
Foundation of Middle Tennessee. The fund provides an annual award to advance the 
CAREER�OF�SELECT�LOCAL�TALENT�WITH�DEMONSTRATED�EXPERIENCE�IN�A�FASHIONRELATED�lELD�

Nashville Fashion Week is planned and directed by a volunteer collaboration of 
fashion, retail and media professionals who have partnered to combine resources 
and passion to create this event.

PHOTO: Dustin Lewis
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The Nashville Fashion Forward Fund was established in 2011 
WITH�FUNDS�FROM�THE�lRST�.ASHVILLE�&ASHION�7EEK�TO�SUPPORT�THE�
next generation of fashion industry professionals with ties to 
-IDDLE�4ENNESSEE�AND�PROVIDE�lNANCIAL�AWARDS�FOR�PROFESSIONAL�
development. The Fund and application process is managed by 
The Community Foundation of Middle Tennessee. Award recipients 
are selected by a committee of the Board of CFMT. Applications 
are accepted in the fall with winners announced early January.

The establishment of the fund was inspired by the professional 
development opportunities provided by the Council of Fashion 
Designers (CFDA) through programs such as the CFDA/ Vogue 
Fashion Fund. The Nashville Fashion Forward Fund ensures that 
.ASHVILLE�&ASHION�7EEK�IS�NOT�JUST�A�SIGNATURE�HIGHPROlLE�EVENT�
to celebrate creativity, but also an ongoing, sustainable focus for 
philanthropic support.

“What a difference the Nashville Fashion Forward Fund is 
already making! And what a difference it will continue to make 
to enhance our region’s role as a place which nurtures creative 
talent and opportunity. As the Nashville Fashion Forward Fund 
grows with the proceeds from Lexus Nashville Fashion Week 
2012 and future fashion weeks, so will the support available to 
the next generation of talent in our local fashion industries.” — 
Ellen Lehman, president of The Community Foundation of Middle 
Tennessee
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NASHVILLE FASHION FORWARD FUND RECIPIENT 2012

The Community Foundation of Middle Tennessee selected designer Julianna Bass as 
THE�lRST�.ASHVILLE�&ASHION�&ORWARD�&UND�AWARD�RECIPIENT��"ASS��A�0ULASKI��4ENNESSEE�
native who studied apparel and costume design at both MTSU and the Fashion 
)NSTITUTE�OF�4ECHNOLOGY�LAUNCHED�HER�lRST�COLLECTION�IN������AND�WENT�ON�TO�SHOW�HER�
2011 fall collection at Nashville Fashion Week that same year. She used proceeds 
from the Fund to attend “The Bread and Butter Trade Show” in 2012, a European 
market in Berlin, in order to expand her contacts throughout the industry. 

“This trip was just the inspiration I needed to take my brand to the next level,” said 
Bass. “Attending the show put me in touch with the European market and gave me a 
better angle on my competition. The New York shows don’t compare to the elaborate 
European productions. Ideas started churning the minute I arrived and have yet to 
slow down. Thanks again for a truly unforgettable experience. I would have never 
made it to Berlin without the Nashville Fashion Forward Fund.”



TITLE SPONSOR
Lexus of Nashville^

PRESENTING SPONSOR
Hutton Hotel^
The Mall at Green Hills^

EVENT SPONSORS
Amstel Light
Arnold Myint^
Bacon & Caviar Gourmet Catering
Big Events Inc.^
Chef’s Market
Clean Plate Club
Crown Royal
Elan Salon
emma^ 
Fashion Bytes
George Dickel Tennessee Whisky
Grand Avenue^
imogene + willie
Jive! A Digital Print Factory^
kevin murphy
Lipman Brothers^
Lotus Energy Drink^
MACS | AMAX^
Marathon Music Works
Monell’s Dining & Catering 

Music City Tents & Events
OFE
O’More College of Design
Real Water
Sassy Bitch Wine
Smirnoff Vodka
The Pinnacle at Symphony Place^
Taylor Christian Jones
Tim Hodges Logistics
UAL^ 
Virago
Visual Elements
Wondergraphics^
wonderMode.com

MEDIA SPONSORS
The City Paper^
ClearChannel Media + Entertainment^
'RAFlTI�)NDOOR�!DVERTISING��)NC
HER Nashville^
Nashville Scene^
Nashville Parent^
Nfocus^
NowPlayingNashville.Com^
SnapShot
yelp!^SP
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RS STYLE SPONSORS
CHANEL at Dillard’s
Element Salon^
Fruition^ 
Green Pea Salon^
MAC Cosmetics
Private Edition
Salon Nfuse^
the cosmetic market
Trim
Woo Skincare +Cosmetics

PRESENTING BOUTIQUES
The Cotton Mill 
Gus Mayer^
Jamie 
Levy’s^
Posh Boutiques^
Plucky

COMMUNITY PARTNER
The Community Foundations^
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^ RETURNING SPONSOR
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S P O N S O R  T E S T I M O N I A L S

Lexus of Nashville is proud to have been the title sponsor for the inaugural and 
subsequent Lexus Nashville Fashion Weeks in 2011 and 2012. We are thrilled to 
foster this burgeoning industry in Music City while highlighting our brand to its 
diverse array of supporters. From distinguished fashionistas to emerging designers, 
.ASHVILLE�&ASHION�7EEK�TRULY�REmECTS�THE�DIVERSITY�OF�OUR�FAIR�CITY�AND�SHOWS�JUST�
how much we’ve grown in the past decade. What’s more exciting is that through the 
SUPPORT�OF�THE�.ASHVILLE�&ASHION�&ORWARD�&UND��WHICH�DIRECTLY�BENElTS�THE�FASHION�
arts community in our city, this celebration will continue to grow for many years and 
highlight the best up-and-coming talent in Nashville. Lexus of Nashville looks forward 
to continuing a partnership with Nashville Fashion Week in the years to come.”
Lexus of Nashville



FIVE NIGHTS OF FASHION SHOWS AT 
UNIQUE LOCATIONS 

THREE EXPERT INDUSTRY PANELS AT 
THE FRIST CENTER OF VISUAL ARTS

TIM GUNN FASHION SHOW AT 
THE MALL AT GREEN HILLS

BOUTIQUE-SPONSORED EVENTS 
THROUGHOUT THE CITY

PARTIES, RECEPTIONS 
& SPECIAL EVENTS
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TUESDAY - THURSDAY, MARCH 20 - 22

FRIDAY, MARCH 23

SATURDAY, MARCH 24
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* LOCAL DESIGNER

^ RETURNING DESIGNER

amy.b.*
Black by Maria Silver*
Brittany Blair*
by Smith
Eva Franco
G-Star Raw
Jamie & The Jones*^
Julianna Bass^
Kal Rieman
Katherine Kidd^
Leona*^
Magid Bernard
Pink Elephants*
Randi Rahm
Reddoll 
SJOBECK
Sylvia Heisel^
T. Rains^
Trunk*
Tuft*
Valentine Valentine*^
Wai Ming
White Rabbit*^
Versace Collection
Zang ToiDE
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D E S I G N E R  T E S T I M O N I A L S

Nashville Fashion Week 2012 continued to prove its stamina in the second year of 
runway shows by showing highly admirable designers along with those who make 
Nashville unique. Not only was this a great marketing experience for our brand, it 
was also an educational platform with Imogene and Willie’s Southern Fashion Now 
panel, where we sat alongside wonderful fashion patrons of the Nashville area and 
discussed the ‘highs and lows’ of making it big in a smaller city. Being a part of the 
local Nashville fashion scene with our brand Jamie and the Jones, we genuinely feel 
that Nashville Fashion Week will continue to provide a well-executed, educational, and 
professional experience that will shed light on every avenue of the fashion industry. 
Jamie and the Jones 

“I just wanted to say bravo on another successful Nashville Fashion Week! It was a 
fantastic experience and we were honored to be a part of everything! I am so proud of 
all of you and Nashville! You have a wonderful mission that you all work so hard. It is 
truly paying off! Thank you for being supporters of Leona and allowing us to showcase 
on the best stage in the Southeast!”
Leona Collection

“Our experience in showing at Nashville Fashion week was simply fabulous! The 
energy and enthusiasm of everyone involved in the event was positively infectious. 
Their fashion knowledge and professionalism is outstanding at every level. We 
LEARNED��AFTER�THE�lNALE��THAT�EVERYONE�INVOLVED�WAS�A�VOLUNTEER���7E�HAVE�NEVER�
experienced this kind of commitment to a fashion event. As a city, Nashville will come 
as delightful surprise for designers who have not yet discovered it. It delivers the 
warmth of southern hospitality with sophisticated, world-class style.” 
Magid Bernard 

“Being a part of Nashville Fashion Week helped kick start my path back into the 
fashion world after years in music. I made numerous connections from all over the 
country and am now opening up a design studio here in town. I’m looking forward 
to the next NFW and am thrilled to be a part of Nashville’s rapidly growing fashion 
community.” 
Maria Silver

h7HAT�CAN�)�SAY�ABOUT�.ASHVILLE�&ASHION�7EEK��)MMENSELY�FUN�AND�lLLED�WITH�
high energy positive people. It was an honor to participate and a blast to be part 
of. Everyone I met from Nashville Fashion Week has amazing style, talent and 
goodness…..really really fun and they let me put the world’s cutest Chihuahua on the 
runway.” 
Sylvia Heisel



D E S I G N E R  T E S T I M O N I A L S

“We have had the privilege of showing and working with the incredible team at 
Nashville Fashion Week for the past two years. Beautiful landmark venues combined 
with superb production value served as gorgeous backdrops to showcase each 
T. Rains collection. In a city rich with history and known for it’s rockin’ music scene, 
NFW has helped bring the fashion industry to Nashville. From local emerging and 
established designers to stylists and buyers, NFW presents a unique opportunity for 
creative collaboration and artistic expression.” 
T Rains

I was very impressed with the professionalism, presentation and results that my 
business gained after showing at Nashville Fashion Week. The team was full of energy 
and excitement for the show and was eager to collaborate on hair/makeup and music 
requests, but made everything really easy by taking on the rest of the responsibilities 
of producing the show. A lot of the normal backstage stress was alieviated by the 
individual show coordinators and team of dressers that were assigned to each 
designer. Not only was it a fun experience, it was a great move for my business. My 
line was exposed to a new market that I had not tapped yet. I booked two separate 
trunk shows while I was there, opened two new store accounts,  and made great 
business and personal contacts. My show coordinator was a stylist that ended up 
pulling samples a few months later for a photoshoot for Nashville Lifestyles. 
Wai Ming



PHOTOS: Andy Evinger & Heather Byrd



PHOTOS: Andy Evinger, Daniel Perry Studios, Dustin Lewis & Heather Byrd



Advantage Models and Talent
The Avenue Agency
Colors Talent Agency
Dan Talent Group
Elzemeyer Talent Agency
����4ALENT
MACS I AMAX
2EmECTION�!GENCYMO
DE
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77 MODELS

MODEL SEARCH WINNER
CALEIGH DARRAGH



Absolution
Alegria
Atelier
Blush Belle Meade 
Blush Brentwood^ 
The Cotton Mill*
The Cosmetic Market Hill Center^
Emmaline^
Fire Finch
Fresh Salon
Goodbuy Girls^ 
Gus Mayer*^
H. Audrey^
Habit
Hemline^
House of Stella
imogene + willie^
Jamie*^ 
Jondie
Kate Spade^
Levy’s*^
The Mall at Green Hills^

Manuel American Designs Inc.
Margaret Ellis Studio^
Margaret Ellis Jewelry - Nina Kuzina  
 Fine Art Gallery
Modern Trousseau
Moss
N2 Skin
Peter Nappi
Plucky*
Posh Boutique Hill Center*^
Posh Boutique Hillsboro Village*^
Roya Boutique^
Stacey Rhodes Boutique^
Suzani Styles 
Therapy Systems
The Trunk Nashville
UAL^
Wear It Out Manuel^
Woo Skincare and Cosmetics^
wearOFE.com
wonderMode.comBO
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* PRESENTING BOUTIQUE 

^ RETURNING BOUTIQUE
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Ardon House Salon 
Atelier 
Chef’s Market 
David Yurman 
Downtown Partnership 
East Side Smiles 
Element Salon 
The French Shoppe 
Fresh Salon 
Frist Center for the Visual Arts 
Gap Kids 
Green Pea Salon 
Gus Mayer 
Hemline 
House of Stella 
Judith Bright
Juel Salon 
Kellye N. Rice Cosmetic & Family Dentistry 
LeighLucile.com 
Lexus of Nashville 
Levy’s 
Lotus Energy Drink 
Lucy Pop Salon 
Manuel American Designs Inc.

Menaji Skincare 
Modern Trousseau 
Muse 
N2 Skin 
Nashville Convention & Visitor’s Bureau 
Now Playing Nashville 
Oakwood Cleaners 
Olivia Olive Oil 
Peter Nappi 
Posh 
Rodney Mitchell Salon 
Sheets Brand 
Skanska USA Building
Smashbox 
SouthComm Communications 
Specs Optical 
State 
Studio Mills Yoga 
Suzani Styles 
Therapy Systems 
Tim Gunn 
Vegan Vee Bakery 
Woo Skincare & Cosmetics 
YelpGIF
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LOCATED ON MARCH 22 AT THE FRIST CENTER FOR THE VISUAL ARTS

PRODUCING THE GOODS | 10 - 11:30 AM 
The production process and what it takes to source, sew and manufacture fashion 
that’s made in the U.S.A. 
Panel moderated by Carrie Eddmenson, co-owner, Imogene + Willie

WHAT MAKES A BRAND? | 1 - 2:30 PM 
4HE�FOCUS��HARD�WORK�AND�THOUGHT�REQUIRED�TO�DElNE��BUILD�AND�MARKET�A�FASHION�BRAND�
Panel moderated by Dr. Dave Gilbert, owner/founder, Salttt

SOUTHERN FASHION NOW | 3 - 4:30 PM 
An exploration of trends, characteristics and national impact of modern Southern 
design and designers 
Panel moderated by Libby Callaway, writer, author and media director of Imogene + WillieIND
US
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PHOTO: Dustin Lewis



THURSDAY, JANUARY 26
Launch Party
The Hutton Hotel, Ballroom

SUNDAY, MARCH 18
Volunteer Appreciation Party
Elan Salon 

TUESDAY, MARCH 20
/FlCIAL�.&7�!FTER�0ARTY�
Virago

SATURDAY, MARCH 24
3TUDIO�!-��/FlCIAL�.&7�7RAP�0ARTY�
The Pinnacle, 21st Floor
Hosted by Suzy WongPA
RT

IES

PHOTOS: Andy Evinger, Daniel Perry Studios, Dustin Lewis & Heather Byrd



RUNWAY MUSIC COORDINATOR
Jason O’Toole

FASHION SHOW DJ
Kevin Buster

MUSICAL PAIRINGS, TUESDAY, MARCH 20
Five Knives
Humming House
Shinobi Ninja

CELEBRITY DJ SETS, THURSDAY, MARCH 23
Five Knives
J. T. Daly of Paper Route
Jared Followill of Kings of LeonEN
TE

RT
AIN

ME
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CITY PAPER
January 30, 2012 - Half Page Horizontal
March 12, 2012 - Half Page Horizontal
March 19, 2012 - Full Page

GRAFITTI ADVERISING
March 2012

HER Nashville
February 2012 - Half Page Horizontal
March 2012 - Full Page
April 2012 - Full Page

NASHVILLE PARENT MAGAZINE
March 2012 - Full Page

NASHVILLE SCENE
January 26, 2012 - Full Page
March 1, 2012 - Half Page Horizontal
-ARCH����������(ALF�0AGE�(ORIZONTAL
March 15, 2012 - Double Page
March 22, 2012 - Full Page
April 5, 2012 - Full Page

NFOCUS
February 2012 - Half Page Horizontal
March 2012 - Half Page Horizontal
April 2012 - Full Page

MARCH 20 - 24, 2012

B E N E F I T I N G  T H E  N A S H V I L L E  FA S H I O N   F O R WA R D  F U N D
OF THE COMMUNIT Y FOUNDATION OF MIDDLE TENNESSEE
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Photography: Amy M. Phillips/ EYEMGMT.com

Model: Leona Walton/AMAX Talent

Hair and Makeup: Betsy Briggs-Cathcart/Studio BBC

Styling: Milton White/The Fashion Office

Styling Assistant: Tyler Minor

LIMITED NUMBER OF ALL ACCESS PASSES ON SALE JANUARY 30TH | NASHVILLEFASHIONWEEK.COM/TICKETS
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SPONSOR IMPRESSIONS
4.65 MILLION Planned Impressions
(Based on Planned Advertising, Promotion, Facebook, Twitter, Email Blasts, 
7EBSITE�4RAFlC�AND�%VENT�0ROGRAM	

2.3 MILLION Additional Media Coverage
(All impressions received from websites, Facebook, Twitter, etc. not directed by 
.&7	

NFW WEBSITE TRAFFIC
33,378 visits from January 1 – April 30, 2012
35%�FROM�SEARCH�TRAFlC��'OOGLE��ETC�	
47%�FROM�REFERRAL�TRAFlC
17%�FROM�DIRECT�TRAFlC
1% from campaigns

MODEL SEARCH WEBSITE TRAFFIC
15,544 visits from February – April 2012
97% directed from Facebook
1%�FROM�SEARCH�TRAFlC
89%�FROM�REFERRAL�TRAFlC
10%�FROM�DIRECT�TRAFlC



December 6, 2011
Lexus of Nashville Returns As Presenting Sponsor for Nashville Fashion Week, 
March 20-24, 2012. The Mall at Green Hills Returns as a 2012 Lead Sponsor. 

December 22, 2011
The Community Foundation of Middle Tennessee Announces Designer Julianna Bass as 
Inaugural Recipient of Nashville Fashion Forward Fund

January 26, 2012
Nashville Fashion Week Announces Details for 2012 Launch Party

February 1, 2012
All Access Passes Now Available

February 7, 2012
Lexus Nashville Fashion Week Announces Next Three Con!rmed Designers:  T. Rains, Eva 
Franco and Versace Collection

February 17, 2012
Designers Sylvia Heisel and Catherine Fulmer Join Lexus Nashville Fashion Week

February 20, 2012 
Model Search Competition Announced, Sponsored by AMAX Talent + Modeling Agency in 
Cooperation with Lexus Nashville Fashion Week

February 24, 2012
Lexus Nashville Fashion Week Announces Participation by 11 Local and Emerging Designers

March 5, 2012
Designers Zang Toi and Katharine Kidd Will Show Collections at Lexus Nashville Fashion Week, 
Including Trunk Shows at Gus Mayer

March 9, 2012
Lexus Nashville Fashion Week Announces Six Final Designers to Showcase Collections

March 12, 2012
Lexus Nashville Fashion Week Industry Panels Announced for Thursday, March 22 at the Frist 
Center For The Visual Arts, Presented by Imogene + Willie

March 19, 2012
Lexus Nashville Fashion Week Teams Up With Global Fashion Platform Wondermode.com to 
Select and Launch Local Designer

March 19, 2012
Mike Wolfe, Star of History Channel’s “American Picker,” Julie Haley of Elk Brand 
Manufacturing Company, and Rachel Halvorson, Interior Designer and Blogger 

3EPTEMBER���������
Nashville Fashion Forward Fund Seeks Applicants for 2012 Award PR
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AlabamaChanin.com
AllMostFamousOnline.wordpress.com
AllVoices.com
AmyBDesign.com
TheAvenueAgency.com
Behance.net
BelmontJournal.com
BestFashionWorld.com
BlackandGreyMagazine.com
BoutiqueRoya.com
BrentwoodHomePage.com
CeliMosley.com
CosmicCaroline.com
TheCottonMillNashville.com
CountryChicChronicles.wordpress.com
CourierJournal.com
DemocratandChronicle.com
TheDBLStandard.com
DishMag.com
EAllenBoutique.com
EvieSays.com
Examiner.com
FabGlanceNashville.com
Facebook.com
FalseImage.Net
FashionIndustryNetwork.com
FashionandStyles.net
FetchEdge.com
Fibre2Fashion.com
Futfs.com
GoodbuyGirlsNashville.com
GoTidBits.com
GusMayer.com
HeatherEByrd.com
HerCampus.com (Vanderbilt)
HerNashville.com
HouseofStella.com
IGoNashville.com

ImogeneandWillie.com
ISoldMyCookieCutter.com
IzDeeFashion.com 
JacksonSun.com
JewelryAtelier.com
JulepOnline.com
Kare11.com
Kings1912.com
LeMinimalist.com
LeonaCollection.com
TheLookbookMag.com
LoverofFashion.Blogspot.com
MACSAMAX.com
MagidBernard.com
MargaretEllisJewelry.com
Mode2000.com
ModernTrousseauTN.com
MTSUSidelines.com
N2-Skin.com
NashvilleBff.com
NashvilleDowntown.com
NashvilleFashionBlog.com
NashvilleFashionEvents.com
NashvilleGuru.com
NashvilleNewsPress.org
NashvilleScene.com
NattyLady.tumblr.com
NestEgg.Typepad.com
NewsChannel5.com
NFocusMagazine.com
NicheMarketingAust.com
Noomizo.com
NowPlayingNashville.com
NylonMag.com
Blog.OmoreCollege.Edu
OhThatsYou.com
OuchMyToe.com
OutandAboutNewspaper.comON
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IA PeterNappi.com

Pinterest.com
PioneeringSelf.wordpress.com
PoshNashville.com
2EmECTION!GENCY�4YPEPAD�COM
SalonServiceGroup.com
SexandtheSouth.com
ShopPlucky.com
SimplyFierceFashion.blogspot.com
StaceyRhodesBoutique.com
StayOnTheGo.com
StellaShops.com
StephntheCity.com
StyleBluePrint.com
SuperModelBlogger.com
Tennessean.com
TheQueensCastle.net
TheStyleExpress.com
ToCatchAThrift.com 
UnderTheGuise.com
VernonsBlog.com
Vimeo.com
VisitMusicCity.com
WearItOutManuel.com
WearTheSeason.com
Wild-and-Precious.com
WineTasteGirl.com
Wondermode.com
WooSkincareandCosmetics.com
WSMV.com
WTSP.com
YeloMagazine.com
Yelp.com
YourCommunityMag.com
YouTube.com
ZEvents.com
ZGoingToMarket.com 



NASHVILLE SCENE

March 15, 2012
Cover Story: Tim Gunn Talks American Style, Integrity and the No. 1 Crime 
Committed Against Fashion – Make It Work: The Fashion Issue 2012
Cover Story: In Its Second Year, NFW Aims To Be More Than Just A Face – Sparkle 
or Substance? The Fashion Issue 2012
The Designers: Jamie and The Jones – The People Issue 2012

NFOCUS

March 2012
Brief: Yes, Nashville Does Have a Fashion Week

May 2012 
Top Designers Take Off

THE TENNESSEAN

Sunday, January 29, 2012 
Rahm to show work at Nashville Fashion Week

Monday, March 19, 2012 
Design Star

Y()UR COMMUNITY MAGAZINE

April 2012
Fashion Week with Tim GunnED
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NFOCUS
MARCH 2012

here. Lexus Nashville Fashion 
Week, March 20-24, brings the 
spotlight on all things Nashville 
fashion has to offer.

A jam-packed schedule fea-
tures in-store events at area 
boutiques. Industry panels offer 
valuable insight from well-
known experts. But the excite-
ment escalates once the sun 
goes down. Twenty-five local, 
regional and national design-
ers are set to showcase their 
Fall 2012 collections at some 
of the cities most unique ven-
ues—Marathon Music Works, 
the Parthenon and the Pinnacle. 
Proceeds from Lexus Nashville 
Fashion Week benefit the 
Nashville Fashion Forward Fund 
of The Community Foundation 
of Middle Tennessee. The 
endowed fund, established to 
provide financial awards for 
professional development of 
industry professionals with ties 
to Middle Tennessee, is awarded 
annually. Julianna Bass, a fea-
tured designer at the inaugural 
event, was selected as the first 
recipient of the award.

Project Runway’s own 
Tim Gunn is going to be in 
Nashville for the big event. 
Tim, a renowned fashion 
industry expert, co-host of The 
Revolution and Chief Creative 
Officer of Liz Claiborne Inc. 
will host a runway show fea-
turing the Juicy Couture, Kate 
Spade New York and Lucky 
Brand Spring 2012 Collections 
at The Mall at Green Hills on 
Saturday afternoon, March 24. 
He believes “It’s important that 
Fashion Week takes place in cit-
ies across the country, not just 
in New York City. Nashville has 
developed their own version of 
Fashion Week supporting local 
talent and I’m thrilled to be a 
part of it.” 

Tickets and detailed infor-
mation about Lexus Nashville 
Fashion Week can be found at 
nashvillefashionweek.com. CCR

Yes, Nashville does have 
a Fashion Week

New York doesn’t have any-
thing on Nashville. Despite 
what other cities may think, we 
have a thriving fashion commu-
nity with talented professionals 
choosing to live and work right 

Tales. The collection of original per-
formances includes drumming and 
dancing choreographed by CAAN 
founder Jen-Jen Lin, who now 
teaches modern dance at Vanderbilt, 
and live music by cellist Felix Wang 
of the Blakemore Trio at Blair. 

In a months-long labor of love, 
CAAN volunteers have refurbished 
a 60-foot dragon, adding 1,500 
fluorescent scales to the flowing 
silken serpent. The colorful beast 
will serve as the centerpiece of the 
traditional dragon dance, a daz-
zling display of large-scale pup-
petry and athleticism. 

CAAN performs Dragon Tales 
March 3 and 10, at Ingram Hall. 
For more information, please visit 
chineseartsalliance.org. CNF
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MAY 2012

MAY |  nfocusmagazine.com

Malcolm and Martha Greenwood

Stephanie Moore, Shawn Michelle, Stacey Rhodes

Michele Bernard, Connie Cathcart-
Richardson, Magid Bernard

Suzy Wong

62

4301 Harding Road, Ste D
Nashville, TN 37205

615.783.1512

SCULPTED ARMSSCULPTED ARMS
LIFTEDTHIGHS

FLAT ABSFLAT ABSSCULPTED ARMS
LONG LEANLONG LEANLIFTEDTHIGHS
LONG LEAN

BURNS FAT, CARVES MUSCLE

JUST IN TIME FOR SUMMER!

NEW CLIENT SPECIAL
$100 FOR 30 DAYS 
UNLIMITED CLASSES

“

“

...it just knocks your 
butt off.

DREW BARRYMORE, 
People 2008

Green Hills Court
4004 Hillsboro Rd

Nashville, TN 37215
615-269-4413

rebeckavaughanlingerie.net

REBECKA 
VAUGHAN 
LINGERIE
Fitting specialists since 1979.

Are you 
ready 
for the 
chase?

60

MAY |  nfocusmagazine.com

On Friday night, following 
a Thursday afternoon at the 
Frist Center with industry pan-
elists, the shows moved over 
to The Parthenon, spotlight-
ing the historical side of the 
city for a showing of lines by 
White Rabbit, Red Doll, G-Star, 
Katharine Kidd and Versace 
Collection. Finally, on Saturday 
night, the weary, but no less 
gushing, devotees donned their 
fabulous frocks and strapped on 
their sky-high stilettos before 
gingerly making their way down 
to The Pinnacle at Symphony 
Place for the full-on finale high-
lighting Jamie and the Jones., 
Kal Rieman, Sylvia Heisel, Magid 
Bernard and Randi Rahm.

There was, undoubtedly, 
absolutely something for every-
one. Some attended every single 
night while others decided to 
pick and choose. The crowds, 
of approximately 400 attendees 
each night, were dotted with 
such fashion-forward locals 
as Jana Davis, Niki Taylor, 
Janice Elliott, Alecia Boswell, 
Gail Martin, Elizabeth Broyhill 
and Stacey Rhodes. It was no 
surprise to glimpse Caroline 
McNeilly and Laura Neiwold, 
chairmen of this year’s success-
ful Symphony Fashion Show, 
standing in the long lines, All-
Access passes in hand, excited 
to be witness to the NFW run-
way shows.

Be duly warned: Once the 
fashion bug bites, it lands hard 
on your shoulder like an over-
sized statement brooch and stays 
there, firmly pinned and unmov-
ing while looking spectacular, 
of course. As demonstrated by 
astonishing attendance, the sec-
ond edition of NFW showed that 
it has serious staying power—
right on par with an authentic 
Hermes Birkin bag. GH

—photographs by 
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Magid Bernard, Clare Armistead

Kenny Alphin, Dee Shepherd, 
Christiev Alphin

Tim Gunn

Manuel, Corissa Benchley, Carlos Bonola
Cindy Wall, Marcia Masulla, 
Nan Flynn, Monica Mackie

Tim Gunn
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Eddy Richardson, 
Mike Smith

Top designers 
take off

Nashville Fashion Week lands big names for the Fashion Forward Fund

Zang Toi, Janice Elliott

Joy and J. R. Roper, 
Elizabeth Broyhill, Mimi Driscoll

Laurie Eskind, Shirley Speyers, 
Gretchen Goldstein, Donna Eskind

Joyce Hitt, 
Carol Daniels

Katie Malone, Chris 
Vetrano, Rachel Vich

Caroline McNeilly, 
Laura Niewold

Sara Hanahan, Hayden 
Pruett, Meredith Mills

L
exus Nashville Fashion 
Week, a community-
wide celebration of 
Music City’s thriving 
fashion and retail 

industries, was founded just one 
short year ago through a collab-
oration of six dynamic fashion, 
retail and media professionals, 
all of whom were passionately 
devoted to creating an event 
showcasing Middle Tennessee’s 
growing fashion industry. This 
innovative group, which includ-
ed Cindy Walls, Connie Cathcart-
Richardson, Marcia Masulla, 
Robert Campbell, Scott McClure 
and our own Mike Smith, deter-
mined that ticket proceeds 
should benefit the new Nashville 
Fashion Forward Fund, estab-
lished to advance the career of 
select local talent in a fashion-
related field. 

Spring ahead to 2012. A larg-
er venue, more meet-the-designer 
events at area retail stores, 
greater participation from New 
York, California and international 
draw-a-crowd designers. Add 
spectacular staging by Big Events’ 
Malcolm and Martha Greenwood 
and Denise Sikes and the return 
of the event’s inaugural present-
ing sponsors, Joy and J.R. Roper, 
this year’s Lexus NFW was a 
wham-bang-pow week of fashion, 
fashion and more fashion. Talk 
about a heightened WOW factor!

The founders of this top-
notch event are justifiably 
proud. “When we asked the big-
name designers to participate, 
they enthusiastically accepted, 
saying: ‘I’ve always wanted to go 
to Nashville,’” noted Mike Smith 
while Cindy Wall added, “I love 
the diversity of Nashvillians that 
this event gathers together.” 

Indeed, the week appealed 
to all with more than 20 design-
ers in the five nightly shows. 
The first three nights fea-
tured shows at the gargantuan 
Marathon Music Works. One 
night attracted edgy fashionistas 
with designers such as Valentine 
Valentine, by Smith and T. Rains. 
The next night drew the elegant 
and sophisticated to shows by 
Leona, Sjobeck, Wai Ming, Eva 
Franco and Zang Toi. And the 
third night showcased emerging 
designers in a fashion “installa-
tion” interactive atmosphere. 



What do Carrie Under-
wood, Faith Hill and Julianne
Hough share and share
alike? The amazing talents of
designer Randi Rahm, who
dresses the songbirds and
myriad other celebs for the

red carpet.
It was

announced at
Thursday
night’s Lexus
Nashville
Fashion
Week launch
party that
Rahmwill
show her
Fall/Winter
2012 col-

lection during the finale of
Nashville Fashion Week,
which will take place on the
22nd floor of The Pinnacle at
Symphony Place.

The second annual event,
to be held March 20-24, in-
cludes runway shows featur-
ing established and local
independent designers’ col-
lections. Catwalks will be set
up at various venues around
town, including Marathon
Music Works and The Par-
thenon.

Look for fashion celeb
Tim Gunn to make an appear-
ance at the event along with
yet-to-be-named designers.

Tickets for Lexus Nash-
ville Fashion Week must be
purchased in advance and
are available beginning
Monday at www.nashville
fashionweek.com.

—Cathi Aycock

Rahm to show
work at Nashville
FashionWeek

Underwood
in a Randi
Rahm dress
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Attention, Bach fans: The
annual free BACHanalia con-
certwill take place from 5 to
11 p.m. Friday in the sanctuary
of Christ Church Cathedral at
900 Broadway.

This concert, which orga-
nizers say “is a gift by the mu-
sicians of Nashville to the city of
Nashville,” is an evening of
continuous Bach music played
every which way. You won’t
want to miss the “Brandenburg
Concerto No. 5” performed by
an ensemble of Blair School of
Music faculty; the grand “Or-
chestral Suite” performed by
Nexus Chamber Orchestra; or
“Cantata No. 61” sung by the
acclaimed young vocal ensem-
ble Portara.

Other performances will
feature ensembles and soloists
from the Nashville Symphony,
Belmont University and Lip-
scomb University, plus there
will be a jazz combo playing
Bach and even an “art whistler”
doing a unique take.

People come and go, and
there is wine for donations and
food for sale (very affordable)
in the parish hall, where you
also can hear the music. The
free Sacred Space in the City
event celebrates the birthday
and the genius of J.S. Bach. For
details go to www.christ
cathedral.org or call 615-255-
7729.

» The annual Nashville Cher-
ry Blossom Festival and Sakura
Walk is Saturday. The walk
with Mayor Karl Dean and Con-
sul General Hiroshi Sato starts
at 9 a.m. Saturday at Public
Square downtown.

Then, the family friendly,
day-long festival — from10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. — will celebrate Japa-
nese culture in Nashville, with
music, a tea ceremony, origami
and Japanese food booths. De-
tails: www.nashvillecherryblos
somfestival.org

» If you are looking for a
good day to go to Cheekwood,
try the Family Day on Saturday
to celebrate the opening of the
newest exhibit, Anatomia Botan-
ica.

While it’s not cheaper to go on
family day, there’s definitely
added value with lots of family-
friendly activities, such as a
scavenger hunt, art activities,
live music; tours and artist re-
marks between 10 a.m and 2 p.m.
Details: www.cheekwood.org or
615-356-8000.

» Donelson Christian Acad-
emy’s annual spring consign-
ment sale is this week, and it’s a
big one —with 550 consigners
and an estimated $200,000 in
inventory, including children’s

BARGAIN BIN

» MS. CHEAP
MARYHANCE

Concert
celebrates
brilliance
of Bach

LEXUS NASHVILLE FASHION WEEK

Julianne Hough arrives for the 2011
Academy of Country Music Awards
wearing an outfit by fashion designer
Randi Rahm. GETTY IMAGES

Jennifer Lopez has worn Rahm’s
outfits for her role as a judge on
American Idol. FILE

Rahm says designing for Carrie Under-
wood and others is special because
“everyone is throwing every dress at
them to wear, and they picked mine.”

DESIGN
STAR

IF YOU GO
What: Lexus Nashville Fashion Week,
featuring the 2012 pre-fall collections
from Versace, Randi Rahm and more.
When: Tuesday-Saturday
Where: various venues
Tickets: $350 for an all-access pass,
which includes reserved seating for all
five nights of fashion events, entry to
both opening and closing night after-
parties and premium gift bags. One-day
tickets are $75, available at Nashville-
FashionWeek.com.
Details: For a complete schedule of
events, including special appearances,
trunk shows and panel discussions, visit
NashvilleFashionWeek.com.

Randi Rahm, a favorite among local
talents, relishes trip to Music City

Coming to Lexus Nashville Fash-
ion Week is just another music note in
the song that Randi Rahm composes
through design.

Rahm, who will show her couture
collection during the final runway
event Saturday at The Pinnacle at
Symphony Place, says she is excited
to visit Nashville for the first time
because she says “it promises to be a
city full of music.”

Rahm laughs when she says she is
a musician, artist and composer.

“People will ask me what I do. I tell
them I am amusician and artist, but
right now I am creating music and art
through design,” says Rahm, who has
studied music since the age of 4.

A classically trained pianist, Rahm
has dabbled in composing and con-
ducting and was recently tapped to be
on the board for the National Museum
of Hip Hop.

“My parents were afraid of the

arts. It was more palatable to them if
I studied classical music,” explains
Rahm, who went on to earn her Mas-
ter of Music degree.

After the birth of her first child,
Rahmwove a quilt that she wrapped
her baby in, and while out shopping at
an upscale boutique in New York City,
she was asked where she bought it.

» SHOPPING DIVA
CATHI AYCOCK

» RAHM, 3D

INSIDE
See which designer collections will be
hitting the runway during Nashville
Fashion Week. Schedule on Page 3D.

“I had some chutzpah, I
guess. I told them I de-
signed it, and they asked
if I would design more for
them to carry. I had never
done anything like that,
but I went home and got to
work,” she says.

Rahmwent on to sell
the quilts and then eventu-
ally tween and children’s
dresses that The New
York Times dubbed “cou-
ture for the awkward
age.” Those children’s
dresses, in fact, were so
beautiful that parents
began asking Rahm to
create dresses for them.
When they became instant
best-sellers, Rahm
changed focus to adult
apparel design.

Music City favorite

Known for her intri-
cate detail and beading,
Rahm has dressed music
artists including Faith
Hill, Carrie Underwood
and Beyonce. Underwood
was so taken with the
designer’s red-carpet-
worthy gowns that she
tapped Rahm to design a
gown specifically for her.

“Her stylist called and
asked for a design for
Carrie to wear while per-
forming at the CMAs. I
sent them a sketch and

they loved it,” Rahm says.
She says that designing

for a celebrity such as
Underwood feels special
because “everyone is
throwing every dress at
them to wear, and they
picked mine.”

Still, Rahm loves de-
signing for her everyday
clients, too, and says she
has several Nashvillians
who fly to New York for
dresses every year.

“I can’t wait to come
visit them in their home-
town. I am creating some
special pieces to bring to
Nashville for fashion
week. Some of my dresses
have sound and music
when they are worn on a
woman’s body. I want to
show them in Nashville.”

NASHVILLE FASHIONWEEK RUNWAY
SHOWS
TUESDAY
Time: Doors open at 7 p.m.; runway show—with special music
pairings— starts at 7:30 p.m.
Venue:Marathon Music Works, 1402 Clinton St.
Designers: Valentine Valentine (with Five Knives), By Smith, T.
Rains (with Shinobi Ninja)

WEDNESDAY
Time: Doors open at 7 p.m.; runway show starts at 7:30 p.m.
Venue:Marathon Music Works, 1402 Clinton St.
Designers: Leona, Wai Ming, Sjobeck, Eva Franco, Zang Toi

THURSDAY
Time: Doors open at 7 p.m.; runway show starts at 7:30 p.m.
Venue:Marathon Music Works, 1402 Clinton St.
Designers: amy.b., Black by Maria Silver, Brittany Blair, Pink
Elephants, The Trunk Nashville, Tuft, Julianna Bass

FRIDAY
Time: Doors open at 7:30 p.m.; runway show starts at 8 p.m.
Venue: The Parthenon, Centennial Park, 2600 West End Ave.
Designers:White Rabbit by Shea Steele, Red Doll, G-Star Raw,
Katharine Kidd, Versace Collection

SATURDAY
Time: Doors open at 7:30 p.m.; runway show starts at 8 p.m.
Venue: The Pinnacle at Symphony Place, 150 Third Ave. S.
Designers: Jamie and the Jones, Kal Rieman, Sylvia Heisel,
Magid Bernard, Randi Rahm

Designer loves
dressing stars

Faith Hill re-creates a Grace
Kelly look on the cover of
Redbookwith help from
Randi Rahm.

» RAHM FROM 1D
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TELEVISION

WKRN (ABC)
(9) Local News - Event Coverage

WSMV (NBC)
��	�,OCAL�.EWS��%VENT�#OVERAGE

WTVF (CBS)
(2) Local News - Event Coverage
(2) Talk of the Town Mid-Day Segments

WZTV (FOX)
(1) Tennessee Mornings

RADIO

CLEAR CHANNEL RADIO
50 - 15 second spots on Clear Channel stations

LIGHTNING 100
Numerous on- air mentions leading up to the event

WPLN
Numerous on- air mentions leading up to the eventBR
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CO-FOUNDERS | EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Robert Campbell
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Marcia Masulla
Scott McClure
Mike Smith
Cindy Wall

STEERING COMMITTEE
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Olivia Nash Richardson
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Mclaine Richardson
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